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The badde dealings of the Easterlings are sufficiently knowen Easter-
to be such towards our merchants of that trade, as they doe not lin^s-
onely offer them many injuries overlong to bee written, but doe
seeke all the meanes they can, to deprive them wholy of their
occupying that way: and to the same purpose have of late cleane
debarred than their accustomed and ancient priviledges in all
their great townes.
The traffique into Turkic, besides that by some it is thought Turkie.
a hard point to have so much familiaritie with the professed and
obstinate enemie of Christ: It is likewise a voyage which can not
be made but at the devotion, and as it were in the danger of
many states, who for sundry respects are apt to quarrell with us
upon sudden occasions, and the presents to be given away in
Turkie this yeeire, cost little lesse then two thousand pounds1.
As for the trades into all the partes of Italic, it may easily be Levant.
considered by every one of judgement, that the same stand2 in
the like termes touching the passages, as that of Turkie, and
that many times our shippes being taken in the way by the
Gallies of Alger3, our poore Mariners after the losse of their
goods and travell, are set at such excessive ransoms before they
can bee freed of their slaverie4, as for the most part they are no
way able to discharge. As for example, at this instant there are
some prisoners, poore ordinarie Mariners, for whose releasing
there must be payed two hundred Duckets the man, for some
three hundred, yea, foure or five hundred Duckets the man for
some of them. And how enviously the Venetians5 doe already
oppose themselves against our frequenting into their parts, may
appeare by the late customs which they have imposed as well
upon our English merchandize which we fetch from them.
The trade into Barbaric groweth likewise to worse termes Barbarie.
then before times, and when it was at the best, our merchants
have bene in danger of all their goods they had there, whenso-
ever it happened the king to die. For untill a new were chosen,
1  'and the presents... pounds', omitted. SP12/155,88.
2 'standeth'. SP 12/155, 87; 88.
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